THE LORDS OF SHIPLEY HALL 

1000 - ULF FENISC. Held under the Danelaw. - Viking 
1086 - BRUN, held one Manor. - Viking 
1086 - ODINCAR held the second Manor - Viking 
. 
1086 + GISLEBERT de GAND (GILBERT of GHENT). - Norman 
1086 + MALGER held it for Gislebert. 

1086 + ROBERT de MUSKHAM as an under Tenant. Gislebert's steward. 
1100 - HUGH de MUSKHAM, Robert's son. 
1100 + ROBERT de MUSKHAM, Hugh's son. 

1200 + Sir ROBERT le VAVASOUR. Owned one of the Manors. Given to him by Robert de Muskham, who died 1215, as a Knights fee, or part of. 
1200 + NICHOLAS, son of John of Heanor. Held the second Manor of Oulegreve/Algrave. 
1200 + Sir ROBERT le VAVASOUR, son of Sir Robert le Vavasour. Sheriff of Nottingham - 1246 to 1255. 
1200 + WILLIAM le VAVASOUR. Married Matilda, widow of Hugh Strelley, of Mapperley. Died 1263. 
1263 + ELIZABETH VAVASOUR. Inherited the Hall. c.1280, she married Sir ROBERT STRELLEY, of Strelley, died 1302. Robert's father had married Hebicabell, heiress of Oulegreve, so all of Shipley Estate now passed in to the hands of the Strelleys. 

1302 - Sir ROBERT STRELLEY, Robert's son. Died 1350. 
1350 - ROBERT STRELLEY, Robert's son. In 1352, Shipley Estate was recorded as being the single wealthiest estate in Derbyshire. 
1354 - Sir SAMPSON STRELLEY, MP for Nottinghamshire and builder of Strelley Parish Church. Died 1390. 
1400 - Sir NICHOLAS STRELLEY. Sampson's son. Died 1430, his will providing for two candles to be lit in the Hall's Chapel. 
1430 - Sir ROBERT STRELLEY, son of Nicholas. He was Knighted after the battle of Agincourt - 1415. Died 1438. 
1438 - Sir ROBERT STRELLEY, son of Robert, was a Lancastrian and MP for Nottinghamshire 1460-61. Died 17/01/1487. 
His tomb, with his wife Isobel, is in Strelley Parish Church. 
1500 - JOHN STRELLEY, son of Robert. Died January, 1501, leaving four daughters as co-heiresses, - Anne, Margret, Elizabeth and Isobel. 
1501 - Sir NICHOLAS STRELLEY, nephew of John, his lands becoming the subject of a massive legal suit. 
1501 + Sir ANTHONY STRELLEY. Died 1596, leaving his family deep in debt. 
1600 - Sir PHILIP STRELLEY. His only son died in infancy. Died 1607. 
1607 - GEORGE STRELLEY, who, with his son Nicholas, was forced to sell Shipley Estate, to pay the Family debts off on 04/06/1608. 
Thus ended a 400 year single-line of inheritance 

1608 - Sir GEORGE PECKHAM/PARKHAM, of Stanley Grange. His wife was Dorothy Poutrell. He cut and sold the majority of the trees surrounding the Hall, selling the Hall on 23/03/1626. 

1626 - Sir EDWARD LECHE, of Wrotham, Maidstone, Kent, started the new ruling Family of the Hall. Died 1649. 
1649 - Sir WILLIAM LECHE, of Westerham, Kent, son of Edward, inherited the Hall. 
1682- JOHN LECHE, son of William, made John Fowle tenant of Shipley and Newmanleys. He married Elizabeth Duke in 1689. He died in May 1704. 

1704 - HESTER LECHE. She married a Miller, of Wrotham c.1712. She was widowed 1716. 
1719 - HESTER MILLER, an infant, born 1714, helped to govern by her Grandmother Elizabeth, who died 1739. 
Hester married Edward Mundy, who was born in 1706 and the third son of Robert Mundy, of Allestree. Hester and Robert both died 1767. 

1767 - EDWARD MILLER MUNDY (the 1st). Born 1750, married thrice. Died 18/10/1822. 
1822 - EDWARD MILLER (the 2nd) was born 1774. Died 1834. 
1834 - EDWARD MILLER MUNDY (the 3rd). Born 10/11/1800, was sickly, never married and died in Barbados, 29/01/1849. 
1849 - ALFRED MILLER MUNDY, Colonial Secretary of South Australia, returned to the Hall on his brother's death in Barbados. 
He held the Estate for 28 years. Died 09/03/1877. 
1887 - ALFRED EDWARD MILLER MUNDY (The Squire). Died aged 71, - 15/04/1920. 
1920 - GODFREY MILLER MUNDY. Sold the Estate to the Shipley Colliery Company in 1922. 
                    
MEDIEVAL SHIPLEY MANOR 
In the reign of Henry I (1100 - 1135) the de Gand family gave Shipley to Robert de Muskham as a reward and in return for military service. 
This family were landowners in Notts. and Robert's son gave the estate to one of his followers, Robert de Vavasour, in return for military service. 
By 1330 the de Vavasour heiress, Elizabeth, had married into the Strelley family of Strelley near Nottm. and this family were to be the owners of the property for the next 280 years. 

In the Ilkeston manor, which according to the Lay Subsidies (an early form of taxation) included the township of Ilkeston, Stanton, Kirk Hallam, Little Hallam and Shipley, the most valuable estate appeared to be Shipley. 
In 1345, Shipley was at 43s 6d (£4.18p) compared to Ilkeston which was worth 18s 6d. (£0.93p) 
A hundred years later the value of Shipley had increased by 1d (0.4 of 1p. - equivalent to a day's wage for a labourer) whilst Ilkeston was now worth 26s 10d. (2.34p) 
In 1541, the values had not changed. The only places at that time which were of similar value were West Hallam and Sandiacre. 

THE PARK 
From records it would seem that Shipley was a sporting estate. 
Robert Strelley claimed to have two deer parks in 1331, though this was disputed and he was only allowed to have one. 
It was recorded as late as the early 1500s that there was a park keeper at Shipley named Walter. 
The village of Mapperley, next to Shipley, also belonged to the Strelleys and some of the family lived there. 
Hugh de Strelley and his wife founded a chapel in the enclosure of their Mapperley mansion and were allowed a chaplain there c.1230. 

THE HALL 
The earliest reference and description of a house at Shipley appears in a document of 1599. This says there was a house, part stone, part timber and plaster, which was large, well seated and dry, some of the rooms being wainscoated. 
Attached to the house was a brewhouse, a bakehouse, barns, stables, dovecotes, gardens, orchards and fish ponds. 
A chapel at Shipley is mentioned in the will of Sir Nicholas Strelley, 1430. 

THE VILLAGE 
The village was in two parts. Probably some dozen houses were on the North side of the village street from the Hall. 
A further ten stood around the common to the East side of the Hill and close to the highway from Ilkeston to Heanor. 
To the North-West of the Hill were some out-lying buildings and on the grounds between the Heanor Lane, known as Hassock Lane and the Erewash River were two properties - Owlgreaves and Newmanleys. 
The Park was well watered by two streams and on the Northern boundary was a large dam. 
There were a number of pools; probably fish ponds. 

There were religious as well as secular landowners in the area. 
The most important one locally was Dale Abbey, which had slight connections with Shipley. 
From a constables presentation of 1540, we know that a road through Shipley went by way of West Hallam and Baldock Mill to the Abbey because in that year it was closed. 
On the later maps, it's referred to as 'The Old Coal Road' and the remains of an 18th century bridge across the Western end of Mapperley Reservoir marks its route. 

RURAL INDUSTRY 
In 1493, a part of the estate was leased by the Strelleys to the Willoughbys of Wollaton and this seems to indicate that there was a growth of coal mining activities. 
In Shipley Wood, on the common, there are many bell pits which may well date from this time. 
By 1600, the woods were worth £4000 and the coal mines £3000. 
At the same date, there were 30 tenants. Probably one of the most interesting features of the estate by this date was that it was largely enclosed. 
There were still the remnants of the open fields. 
Though Strelley had been allowed only one deer park, a survey of the estate made in 1576 mentions the old and new parks. 
The over and nether cornfields and the dole meadow are mentioned but only accounted for 170 and a quarter acres, out of a total of 1953 and a quarter acres. 

SPLITTING THE ESTATE 
The Strelley Estate was very large, with property in 31 Notts. and 3 Derbys. Parishes. 
In 1535, the property was divided. 
John Strelley had lost two sons in infancy and by his will, his four daughters inherited the major portion and the Manors OF Strelley. Shipley being left to his nephew, Sir Nicholas Strelley. 
Margaret, the second daughter, had married John Powtrell, of West Hallam and Anne, the youngest, married Sir John Markham, of Kirby Lazaars. 
Anne received 13 Notts. properties and part of Shipley - namely Owlgreaves, along with part of Langley. 
The Powtrells received property in 9 Notts. parishes. 

CHANGING HANDS 
During Tudor times, the fortunes of the estate began to change. 
Anthony and Phillip Strelley, successive owners, accumulated debts and by 1600 it was becoming necessary to sell the estate in order to settle these debts. 
In 1608, things came to a head when Sir Percival Willoughby brought a court case against the Strelley's for money owing and soon after, probably in 1610, the estate was sold to Sir George Peckham - The Asset Stripper. 

THE STRELLEY FAMILY - c.1250 - 1610 
Bizarre Financial Dealings - Attempted Fraud 
Sir Philip Strelley, although holder of the ancient title - Strelley of Strelley, had inherited relatively little of the originally large Strelley land-holdings, but, seemingly, had inherited the family debts. 

A century earlier, his Great-Grandfather's elder brother, John Strelley, had mortgaged the family lands and then compounded the problem by dying without any male heirs. 
The title passed to his nephew, Nicholas (Sir Philip's Grandfather), but family squabbles, leading to law suits between relatives, added to the financial problems. 

By 1660, Sir Philip had already tried to raise money by mortgaging (or perhaps, by raising a second mortgage) Shipley to his uncle, Sir John Byron, of Newstead Abbey, for £4500. 
Although this plan seems to have failed, Byron and his son did lease some of the Shipley estate, mining coal in the area. 

An alternative course then arose following the aristocratic tradition of negotiating advantageous marriages. 
The plan was for Nicholas Strelley, son of Sir Philip, to marry Bridget, daughter of Sir Percival Willougby of Wollaton Hall. 
The latter, already the owner of coal mines in the Heanor district, was a wealthy man and the marriage settlement included £1600, which was to be used to pay Sir Philip's debts, but the money not to be placed in his hands under any circumstances, implying he would spend it elsewhere! 

This marriage duly took place in 1605. 
A complication was that Sir Percival was to have the coal deposits at Newmanleys. 
However, as Sir Philip must have known, these were already leased to the Byron's and Willougby was not prepared to pay them compensatiion. 
Further litigation ensued and from 1607 to 1610, the Strelley, Willougby and Byron families fought each other in court. 

Sir Philip, the originator of this legal wrangle, died on the 29th of September 1607. 
Nicholas died not long after, with no children from his marriage to Bridget and it was left to his uncle, George Strelley, of Strelley, to attempt to solve the situation by selling Shipley and associated land holdings in Ilkeston, Heanor, Mapperley and Kirk Hallam to Sir George Peckham, of Stanley Grange. 
This took place in 1610. 



SIR GEORGE PECKHAM - Asset Stripper 
Sir George Peckham, of Denham, Bucks. was leasing Stanley Grange in 1610. He paid £8000 for Shipley and the Valuation of that era describes the property as having 2000 acres and 29 tenants. 
The Park and the Demesne (I.E. the Hall, its gardens and paddocks) being worth £550. Woodland was worth £4000 and coal deposits were valued at £3000. 

The main motives behind Sir George's purchase seem to have been profit. Less than 9 years later, he tried to sell the estate for £11000 to Sir John Mitchell of Sussex, a Master of Chancery and husband of Mary Strelley, sister of the late Sir Philip Strelley. 
Before the sale was finalised, Sir John learnt that Sir George had cut and sold some of the wood on the estate. 
Once AGAIN, the Courts were called into action and the matter was put to arbitration by Sir John in 1619. 
The Chancery proceedings for May 1620, record that the decision was for the price to be reduced by £2000, but the sale must have been called off and so ended what might have been a last attempt by the old Strelley Family to re-acquire Shipley. 

The records of a FURTHER Court case, in 1624, show that Peckham then sold even more of the wood. 
One of the questions put to the witnesses was; "Did they (Sir George and his wife Bridget) on February the 20th, 1623/4 sell to Vallemon Nicholson all manner of oaks and ashes on the ground known as Shipley Park and all other kinds of woods growing..... and were they felled with crab apples and hollies. Also oaks and ashes on Coneygrey Hill and Willow Meadow?". 
Interestingly, in 1631, when Sir George was called to give evidence in ANOTHER court case, over the boundary between Shipley, Cotmanhay and Ilkeston Commons, he admitted to having cut and sold the wood. 

On 26th of May, 1628, Sir George Peckham and Dame Bridget, his wife, succeeded in selling Shipley to Sir Edward Leche, the price now having fallen to £6100! 
We do not know what profit Peckham had made from his sales of timber. But from Shipley he moved to Nottm. dying on 23/07/1635. 


The Leche Descendant Line 
Sir Edward Leche was appointed a Master of Chancery in 1619 and knighted in September 1621. 
He owned a number of properties in Derbys. - Duffield, Hathersage, Over Padley and Nether Padley plus also in Suffolk, though his main residence was Squerries, in Kent. 

His family originated from Lancashire, holding or adopting the crest and arms of the ancient Leche family. 
They had held substantial lands in Derbys. including Chatsworth, but became impoverished and Francis Leche, the last of the main line of the family, sold Chatsworth and other valuable property in Derbys. by 1550. 

Sir Edward Leche boosted his finances greatly at the time of the Commonwealth Period, acquiring wool and land tithes for a number of N. Derbys. parishes. 
He died in 1652. 

A marriage contract was arranged between William Leche, eldest son and heir apparent of Sir Edward and Jane Evelyn, daughter of Sir John Evelyn, (a relative of the diarist - John Evelyn). 
The Shipley Manor and tithes were arranged as the marriage portion. 

His Will, probated at Canterbury, Sir William, (once knighted by Charles II, May 1660), died at Squerries, 1676, leaving two sons, Edward and John and a daughter, Jane. 
Their mother, also named Jane, died 1682. 
Underaged Edward, died 1680. 
His brother John, of Maidstone, Kent, succeeded him and in 1681, married Elizabeth, the daughter of Richard, Duke of York. 
They only lived occasionally at Shipley, letting the estate to John Fowle, 01/10/1682. 

John Leche began to have financial problems, raising a mortgage on part of Shipley Estate in 1690 and then two further mortgages in 1700. 
In his Will of 1701, John Leche left the Derbys. and Suffolk estates to his wife, Elizabeth and two daughters, Hester and Elizabeth, who sold their Suffolk estates to pay off John's debts. 
In 1708, Shipley was mortgaged in its entirety. The debts still outstanding were £2456/12/2d. The Shipley estate's rents income was £393/9/8d, plus the coal mines. 
A Mr. William Kinsey provided £2400 to redeem the three outstanding mortgages. 

Hester eventually married Humphrey Miller, Esq. of Hyde Hall, Sandon, Herts. and also of Wrotham, Kent. 
In July, 1716, they (Mrs. Miller) paid £3000 to redeem the Shipley Hall mortgage. 

Hester and Humprey's daughter, Hester, was born in 1714, her parents dying in 1719. 
Her Grandmother, Elizabeth Leche, helped her run the estate and lived to see Hester married at Allestrey on 29/05/1729 to Edward Mundy, who because of the contents of the marriage agreements, finally received Shipley Hall in its full entirety in January, 1735. 

In 1735, the Estate consisted of 20 houses, 20 cottages, 600 acres of land, 600 acres of meadow, 600 acres of pasture and 300 acres of furze, heath and common. 
                        

Shipley Hall – The 1600s 

c.1600, Shipley Hall was described as consisting of part stone, part timber and plaster, situated in a good position and dry. 
The 1670 Hearth Tax listed 11 fireplaces in the Hall. 

In 1701, the ground floor consisted of - 
The Great Parlour, with a closet adjoning it. 
The Small Parlour. The Kitchen. The Brewhouse. The Wash-house. The Pantry and a cellar. 

The first floor consisted of - 
The Parlour Chamber, with a closet and a passage adjoining it. The Red Room, with an old closet next door. The Chequer Chamber. The Green Chamber. 

The top floor consisted of - 
The Maids room. The Presse Room. The Yellow Chamber. The Men's Room (Servants), with an included napkin press. 

The standard of furnishings was very high. 
The Great Parlour and the Old Closet had gilt and leather hangings on the walls. 
The Red and Chequer Chambers (Bedrooms) had linen hangings and similar in the Green and Yellow Chambers. 

What was meant by the name of 'Chequer', is not quite understood. 
A Closet could mean anything from a Store-room where china and glass were kept (Great Parlour), to a dressing or sitting room as were connected to the Little Parlour and the Red Chamber. 
The household linen was stored in the Presse Room. 
The linen was valued at £18, or around £850 in this day's finances. 
The silver plate value was £180, or about the mid-£8000 today. 

Kitchen and cooking pots were made of iron, brass, copper, tin or wood. The plates and dishes for general use were of pewter. 
The brewhouse utensils - coppers, saucepans and a stewpan were made of copper. The spirit Still was of pewter. 
Bowls, washing tubs and bread-making tubs were wooden. 
There was also 'Parcel of earthenware' and 30 dozen glass bottles. 

The kitchen fireplace was huge in size, consisting of a pulley and weights, iron roaster, 6 spits, an iron fender, iron poker, iron peele, - (unknown object, with 8 others in the Hall), iron grate, firepan, tongs, bellows and an iron sifter (for the cinders). 
There were NO flat-irons for clothes pressing. 

Tea for the Hall (1701) retailed at £1 per pound and was kept in a padlocked, lead-lined, wooden tea caddy. 
A servant boy's wages of those times was £1 per year - if 'lucky'? with a man earning £5! 

In the Great Parlour was Ornamental china (mostly Delph) displayed on a shelf near the fireplace. There was also an exquisite bird cage. 
The furniture in the 'Little' Parlour consisted of - 3 tables, 18 chairs and other assorted furniture. 
There was also a collection of firearms - 5 fowling pieces; 3 blunderbusses; 2 pairs of horse pistols; 2 carbines and 5 cases of horse pistols. 
In the room above, was an 'old hanger' and a silver sword. This room may have well been John Leche's own bedroom. 

The Stableyard consisted of two horse-drawn carriages and four geldings, saddles and bridles and 20 loads of hay. 

The TOTAL value of the contents of the Hall and its outhouses was £321/18/7d which equals approximately £14000/15000 to day. 
Shipley he moved to Nottm., dying on 23/07/1636. 

Shipley Hall - The 1700s 

In past modern excavations on the Hall Site, a medieval wall and windows were revealed. These were in the cellars of the last Hall and it seems that when Edward Mundy initiated the first phase of the building of Shipley Hall, levelling of land for the larger building led to an overall raising of the Hall Site. 
A Mr. Tissington, writing to Edward Mundy on 11/04/1750, said, "Tomorrow, i promise to be at Shipley, when i shall have the pleasure of viewing the growth of your new house, which i hear is rising fast". 

The account books for 1778, show payment for 27,200 bricks to the value of £15/12/9d halfpenny (£15.84p) and payment for glazing of £12/10/9d (£12.54p) What was actually built for this value is still not quite clear, but a bricklayer, Mr. Radford and a glazier, Mr. Allen, were paid for their labours in 1779. 
From letters written by Edward Miller Mundy's sister, Lady Hester Newdigate, we learn that, in 1784, she found the Hall in a miserable state, which she called "The empty melancholy house at Shipley". 

By Summer 1788, however, Edward had married the widowed Lady Middleton and, thus, much activity was going on there. Lady Hester, who was on a visit, desribed how her brother showed her, "every Barn, Coachouse, and stable round his new walls" and how "They talk of ye Great Room, but nothing is done towards it, which Ned says is ye fault of his architect" (her husband, Sir Robert Newdigate) "who ought to have been here now and have found his plan upon ye spot". 
The death of Lady Middleton, 1n 1789, caused Edward much grief and perhaps delayed the building of the East front and the Ballroom. 

The 1800s 
In December 1809, the 'Derby Mercury' records a festive occasion with upwards of 170 persons present, for what we can suppose was the first use of the new Ballroom for "the most elegant and best conducted fete which has been witnessed for many years within this Country". 

Nearly forty years later, in 1848, on the occasion of the consecration of the new church at Cotmanhay, there was a luncheon at Shipley with "table for sixty being laid in the new unfurnished Drawing Room". 

The account book for 1874, shows a total of £2,236 being spent on repairs and improvements for the House and Gardens. The bulk of the money, over £1,800, was spent on the new Vinery, which was later called the 'Glass Corridor'. 
The rear octagon extension on the South side of the Hall, was the last major building work, being completed around 1895. The final flourish was the exterior Porch added about 1905. 

Sadly, it was only fifteen years later, that the resident Squire, Alfred Edward Miller Mundy, died and the Family left what had been its home for nearly 200 years. 

THE MOST RECENT HALL 
The main entrance was formed by the single story stone Porch, leading into the main entrance hall. Immediately facing the main entrance was the Grand Marble Staircase, which was reported to have been taken to America after the demolition of the Hall in 1943. 
To the right was an octagonal room, the dining room, which contained portraits of the Miller Mundy Family. 
The dining room adjoined the library, which was reputed to be very fine, its walls and doors all lined completely with books. 
Adjoining the library was the billiard room, another octagonal room, though not as grand as the dining room. The Snug, where the gentlemen retired to smoke and play cards, completed the North of the Hall. 

Returning to the entrance hall, the large octagonal Ballroom lay to the right. It contained a German made twenty foot electric organ, whose music would ring out over the surrounding countryside, also a beautiful cut-glass chandelier and a finely decorated ceiling. 
A small ante-room adjoined directly onto the Ballroom, providing a place where the ladies might retire during a Ball or after a dinner party. A large Drawing room adjoined, with a single story bay projection, which housed the entrance to the Glass Corridor. 
The butler's and housekeeper's room lay next, where the butler would have worked at his accounts and polished the silver. The bow projection on this wing, housed the bakery on the ground floor. 

This, then, was the Shipley Hall which King Edward VII visited and admired, which D. H. Lawrence described in "Lady Chatterley's Lover" and which dominated the surrounding countryside area until the mid-1940s. 

Several attempts were made to sell the Hall, once as a possible Boarding School and Ilkeston Town Council considered purchasing it in 1930. 
But, eventually, during the last War, the Colliery Company decided that the building should be demolished and Watts of Nottingham duly tore down 300 years of Shipley History. 

Shipley Hall ruins are approximately 6½ miles to the East of Derby. It’s midway between the small ‘town’ of Marlpool and the village of Mapperley. There’s no road, just a narrow long lane which connects all 3 places. 


Paranormal Activity Associated With The Hall. 

During the late 1940’s to the early 1950’s, numerous reports of a lion roaming the then enclosed grounds was reported by various people. No lion was ever found. 

In 1992, i ‘picked’ up certain ‘knowledge’ concerning an event in the remains of a small circular ruined clinker built ice-house standing in the now open grounds. This concerned two young girls, of about 7 or 8, playing inside the ruin. They were watching a small lad of about 6, as he endeavoured to climb up the inner wall. 
During 1994, several of us visited the site of the ruin, thick with bushes and trees. The story of the climbing lad had never been mentioned to anyone and in fact was entirely forgotten by myself. One of our party  went into the overgrown ice-house, appearing a few moments later. When asked how it was in there, she just replied – “I saw a small lad in there”. This was a heart thumping conformation to me. I never said anything. 

One of the Lords of the Hall, (a Mundy?) of the ‘recent’ Past, has been seen by a few witnesses, on horseback, galloping up the deserted long lane leading to the Hall. This usually occurs on frosty moonlit winter nights. 

The ghost of a 19th. Century bookmaker, who once worked at the Hall, has been seen quite a few times in the old bungalow where he lived. (on the periphery of the Hall grounds). 

Approximately a half mile from the Hall, stands ‘John’s Wood’, once part of the ancient Hall’s grounds. This is where several people, including myself, witnessed several ‘Scenic Shifts’ over a matter of months in the early 1990’s. These events occurred near the Western edge of the wood, next to the reservoir. 

Today, the Hall ruins stand in the large ‘Shipley Park’. A large tract of fields, woods, ponds, streams and a reservoir, open to the public. The large grounds of the Hall itself consist of large lawns, woods and ruins, which are generally deserted at night, from about 9 pm onwards. 

The Hall’s large grounds are an ideal site for an all night vigil..... or two – and free. 
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